advisory board and former president of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology -ETH Zurich.
Zeilinger has since returned to the scientific board and board of trustees, although he refuses to comment on the political decisions about the location.
With the decision to proceed now firmly in place, outside observers also see the need to gather leading scientists together. "Now it is necessary for the Institute of Science and Technology to reach a chain-reaction mass, so that it can get on with its work in the absence of closely neighbouring institutes," says Christoph Kratky, a molecular biologist from the University of Graz and head of the Austrian science fund FWF in Vienna.
The institute will not be part of the existing group of Austrian universities, which is largely seen as overly bureaucratic and not able to offer competitive packages to top scientists.
Germany and Italy, whose universities share the same historical system, have also toyed with the idea of building an elite graduate school from scratch. Germany, however, abandoned the idea in favour of topping up funding of existing universities that perform well, and the Italian Institute of Technology is floundering.
Government and industrial sources are supporting the Austrian project to the tune of 500 million euros over 10 years. If all goes to plan, the institute will eventually employ 500 people. With construction beginning in autumn, scientists who don't need complex equipment are expected to start work next year. 
SHOWBIZ NEWS
The Horrible Girls from CERN Fans of particle-physics-based pop music rejoice: later this month, CERN -Europe's particlephysics laboratory near Geneva, Switzerland -will host its annual 'Hardronic Festival', featuring the long-awaited return of the band Les Horribles Cernettes. Alongside hits such as Mr Higgs and Every Proton of You, their photo is rumoured to be the first image ever posted on the Internet.
ON THE RECORD

"
Another female. It wasn't me.
The response of Michigan state forensic scientist Ann ChamberlainGordon during her divorce trial, when asked what she had found when she used resources from her lab to analyse the DNA in her husband's underwear. 
